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A Newsletter for the
GRANDVALLEY
ST A T E U N I VE R S IT Y

Community
Vo lume 22 , Number 17

Mo nday, November 24, 1997

Criminal Justice Professor Uses JFK Case
To Teach Police Procedure
Like everyone else who was alive
at the time, Cliff Van Meter knows
exactly where he was and what he

was doing at the time of the assassinatio n of President Jo hn F. Kennedy
on November 22, 1963 . But unlike
most people, Van Meter's interest in
the event is professio nal, and continues with intensity to this day.
"At the time of the assassinatio n I
was in the St. Louis, Missouri, police
department," says Van Meter, who
worked for severa l municipal police
departments and the FBI before
becoming a professor in the School of
Criminal Justice.
Van Meter's personal inte rest in the
case goes even deeper. Kennedy had
been scheduled to visit St. Louis in
February of 1964 to dedicate the city's
fa med arch . Van Meter's role was to
coordinate hospital care in the event
of an emergency fo r each car in the
motorcade .
In 1968, Van Meter
wrote his master's thesis
on the subject of police
procedures in Dallas .

He addressed , among other topics, the
way evidence was handled, how the
Texas Schoolbook Deposito1y had been
sealed off, and how
Lee Ha1vey Oswald
was handled after his
arrest. Later, Van
Meter wrote a book,
titled Case Study in
Police Administration
and Criminal Investigation, w hich is one
of the textbooks for a
research methods
course he teaches at
Grand Valley.
"I use the course
as a way to instruct
students abo ut proper
police procedures,"
Van Meter explains. "Police diagrams,
photographs and so on are usually
restricted . This is the one case in this

century in which radio logs , diagrams,
and actual po lice reports are a ll public
documents."
Van Meter, who has abo ut 50
stude nts in two sections of the
"Kennedy Assassination Case Stud y"
course this semester, says the most
impo rtant thing he teaches his students
is to use a "Sherlock Ho lmes approach"
to police wo rk. He coaches them to
start an investigation with a blank mind,
with no theories or preconceptions, and
the n to slowly build a case with
inductive reasoning.
Van Meter is far from finishing the
investigatio n that has become the
passio n of his career. Next semester,
he's taking a sa bbatical to conduct
furthe r, intensive resea rch o n the case
in Dallas and Washington , D.C. His goal
is to return from the sabbatical w ith a
database of evidence and a workbook
to use in future classes.

University Shines in Ford Tree Exhibit
More than 1,000 people
attended the opening of
the Ford Museum
"Christmas on the
Grand"festival on
November 1 7. Again this
year, Grand Valley is
sponsoring a tree in the
display, which will be
open until the new year.
7his year's theme is
Science Olympiad, to
promote the university's
hosting qf the 1998
National Science
Oly mpiad Competition
in May. Former
President Gerald R. Ford
threw the switch on
more than 50,000 lights
to kick off the event.
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Across Campus
Two New Funds Established

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
University Communications
every Mo nday when classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. From off campus,
ema il forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu.edu/
Faculty and staff members
can find an o nline "Sketches"
submission form on the Web
Site.

The National Science Olympiad competition, to be held at GVSU in May, has
resulted in the establishment of two new
funds to support science education at GVSU.
"A Trust for Science Education" is an
endowment fund that w ill ensure the
continuation of the university initiatives that
support and enhance K-12 student learning
in science. "The Science Olympiad, West
Michigan Science Festival, and Summer
Science Adventure Camps are examples of
the student-focused programs that capitalize
on community resources to motivate and
educate young people in science," says
Ma1y Ann Sheline, director of the Regional
Math and Science Center.
"The Science Olympiad Development
Fund" will support the operations of the
Science Olympiad Program sponsored by
GVSU. Science Olympiad is an academic
interscholastic competition designed to
increase student interest in science and
improve the quality of science education.
"Grand Valley conducts a coaches' workshop and a regional tournament each year, "
Sheline says. "In recognition of our commitment and service to the program, we have
been selected as the host for the 1998
National Tournament."
Contributions to one or both of these
funds can be made by payroll deduction

and qualify as a State of Michigan tax credit
and a federal tax credit and as part of the
1997 Faculty and Staff Campaign totals.
"Contributions made by GVSU facu lty a nd
staff members to the "Trust for Science
Education" are endowment giving and
qualify for the match that has been established by President Lubbers," says Campaign
Coordinator Nancee Miller.
Contact Dori Gates at x6530 with questions o r to obtain a contribution form.

Reasons People Contribute
A December 1996 USA Today Snapshot
listed the top reasons why people make a
contribution to a given charity:•
Can use payroll deduction ................ .. 82%
Asked by someone they know well .. 72%
This is a reminder that as you consider
a contribution as part of the 1997 Faculty
Staff Campaign, you can do it by payroll
deduction. A deduction of only $8 from
your bi-weekly check results in an annual
gift of $200. Your gift qualifies as a State
of Michigan tax credit and a federal tax
deduction.
•source: Gallup for Independent Sector.
continued on page 5

Lubbers Stadium Expansion Underway
Ground was broken on
November 15 for the new Lubbers
Stadium football locker room
facility . Wie lding shovels, left to
right, are Tim Selgo, athletic director; alumni Jarmarl Eiland, '93 and
John Fitzgera ld, '85, President
Lubbe rs , and alumnus Scott
VanDyken, '78. GVSU footba ll
alumni and friends donated nearly $140,000 to help fund the project. The new facility, which will
provide lockers for playe rs, meeting rooms and showers, is scheduled to be ready for the 1998
Laker football season.
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Holiday and Break Schedule
Wed ., Dec.3
Faculty and Staff Service Awards Presentation, 3-5 p.m., Kirkhof
Center. All offices may close, except for the Info1mation Desk and
conference support at the Eberhard Center, Plant Customer Service
Center, Department of Public Safety, Admissions, and Student
Assistance Center. There will be one mail pickup and delivery on
both campuses to allow mailroom staff to attend the event. Please
contact Steve Leeser, x3000, if you have a special mailing/pickup.

Meadows Restaurant- 11 a. m.8 p.m.
Tues. , Dec. 16

Grades due by noon in Deans'
Offices
OPEN: Same schedule as Dec. 15
Wed., Dec. 17

All student and tempora1y/ call-in
staff time cards for pay period
ending Dec. 20 are due in the
Payroll Office by 12 noon.
Checks for the pay period
ending Dec. 20 that are direct
deposited will be available on
Tues., Dec. 30 and those
receiving checks will be
distributed on Mon., Jan. 5.
OPEN: Same schedule as Dec. 15
Thurs., Dec. 18

OPEN: Same schedule as Dec. 15
Fri., Dec. 19

Sat., Dec. 6

Commencement- 10:30 a. m. ,
Fieldhouse Main Area
Fri. , Dec. 12
All Clerical, Office and Techni-

cal, Maintenance/ Service, and
Public Safety time cards for
period ending Dec. 13 are due
in the Payroll Office by 12
noon.
CLOSED:
Espresso Connection, ECl :30 p .m. (until Jan. 5)
River Cafe, KC- 3 p.m. (until
Jan. 2)
Food Court, COM- 7 p.m.
(open 10:30 a.m.-2 p .m.
through Dec. 23)
Laker Buffet, COM- 2 p.m.
(until Jan. 4, 4:30-7 p.m.)
Louie's (KLC)- 2 p.m. (until
Jan. 4, 1 p.m.-1 a. m.)
Residence Halls/ Living Centers10 p .m. (until Jan. 4, 12 noon)
Campus West, Laker Village and
Ravine Apa1tments- 10 p.m.
(open each day after Dec. 12.
Hours will be posted on the
front door of each office.
Regular hours will resume on
Jan. 4, 8 a.m-11 p.m.)

Computer Labs (EC, MAN,
HRY)- 5 p.m. (open Dec. 15Dec. 19 and Dec. 22-Dec. 23,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Kirkhof Center- 1 a.m. (closed
Dec. 14, Dec. 20 and Dec. 21)
Fieldhouse- 8 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 13
OPEN:
Fieldhouse- 12 noon-6 p .m.
Admissions- 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Meadows Restaurant- 4:308:30 p.m.
Kirkhof Center- 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sun., Dec . 14
OPEN:
Fieldhouse- 12 noon-6 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 15
OPEN:
Fieldhouse- 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Laker Pro and Gift Shop11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Kirkhof Center- 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
University Bookstore- 7:30 a.m.5 p.m.
Lobby Shop -7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oak Room- 11:30 a.m.1:30 p.m.
Food Cou1t (COM)- 10:30 a.m.2 p.m.

All Clerical, Office and Technical,
Maintenance/ Service, and Public
Safety time cards for period
ending Dec. 27 are due in the
Payroll Office by 12 noon.
OPEN: Same schedule as Dec. 15
Sat., Dec. 20

OPEN:
Meadows Restaurant- 4:30 p.m.8:30 p .m.
Mon., Dec. 22

OPEN:
Fieldhouse- 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Laker Pro and Gift Shop11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Kirkhof Cente1~ 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
University Bookstore- 7:30 a.m.5 p.m.
Lobby Shop- 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Oak Room- 11:30 a.m.1:30 p.m.
Food Court (COM)- 10:30 a.m.2 p.m.
Meadows Restaurant- 11 a.m.2 p.m. (closed until Jan. 5)
Tues. , Dec. 23

Faculty/ staff paychecks will be
available.
CLOSED:
Food Court (COM)- 2 p.m. (until
Jan. 2)
Oak Room- 1:30 p.m. (until
Jan. 2)
Bookstore- 5 p.m. (u ntil Jan. 2,
7:30 a.m.)

Fieldhouse- 5 p.m. (until Jan. 2)
- will be open only for athletic
practices
Equipment Issue Room- 5 p.m.
(until Jan. 2, 12 noon)
Switchboard- 5 p.m. (until
Jan. 2 at 7:45)- 895-6611 and
the toll-free Admissions line
will be answered at the
Eberhard Center from 8 a.m.5 p.m. on Dec. 26, 29 and 30.
On Dec. 24, 25, 27 and 31 and
Jan. 1, a recording will be
available.
Laker Pro and Gift Shop- 2 p.m.
(until Jan. 5, 11 a.m .)
Libra1y- 5 p.m. (until Jan. 2)
Lobby Shop- 5 p.m. (until
Jan. 2, 7:30 a.m.)
Kirkhof Center- 5 p .m. (until
Jan. 2, 7:30 a.m.)
Eberhard Center Bookstore4 p.m. (until Jan. 2)
Computer Labs (EC, MAN,
HRY)- 5 p.m. (until Jan. 2)
All other offices close at 5 p.m.
(until Jan. 2, 8 a.m.)
Fri. ,Jan. 2
All offices will resume their
regular office hours at 8 a.m.
Orientation- 1-4 p.m.
Fourth Quarter vacation usage
repo1ts are due in the Payroll
Office by 5 p.m.
OPEN:
Fieldhouse- 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Equipment Issue Room11 a.m.-8 p.m.
University Bookstore- 7:30 a.m.5 p.m.
Eberhard Center Bookstores a.m.-4 p.m.
Lobby Shop- 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Kirkhof Center- 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Oak Room- lunch, 11:30 a.m.1:30 p .m.
Food Court (COM)- 10:30 a.m.2 p.m.
River Cafe- 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Computer Labs (EC, MAN,
HRY)- 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Ravine/ Campus West- 8 a.m.5 p.m.

continued on page 4
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Holiday and Break Schedule
continued from page 2
Sat., Jan. 3 and Sun., Jan. 4
OPEN:
Kirkhof Cente1~ 10 a. m.-11 p.m.
(Jan. 3 and Jan. 4)
University Bookstore- 10 a.m.5 p.m. (Jan. 3 and Jan. 4,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.)
Lobby Shop-- 10 a. m.-5 p.m.
(Jan. 3 and Jan. 4, 10 a.m.6 p.m.)
Louie's-- 1 p.m.-1 a.m. (Jan. 4)
Laker Buffet (COM)-- 4:30 p.m.7 p.m. (Jan. 4)
Food Court (COM)-- 1 p.m.8 p.m. (Jan. 4)
Fieldhouse- 12 noon-6 p.m.
(Jan. 3 and Jan. 4, 12 noon12 midnight)
Residence Halls/ Living Centers
-12 noon-11 p.m. (Jan. 4)
Campus West, Laker Village and
Ravine Apattrnents- Resume
regular hours
Eberhard Center- 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
(Jan. 3 and Jan. 4)
CLOSED:
River Cafe, Oak Room, Expresso
Connection (EC), Meadows
Restaurant, Computer Labs (EC,
MAN,HRY)
Mon.,Jan. 5
All student and temporary/ callin staff paychecks are available.
First day of classes for winter
semester.
OPEN:
Kirkhof Center- 7:30 a.m.-11 p.m.
Fieldhouse- 6:30 a.m.-midnight
Espresso Connection (EC)-- 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m.; 4:30 p.m.-7:45
p.m.
River Cafe- 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Oak Room-11:30 a.m.-l:30p.m.
Louie's (KLC)-- 10 a.m.-1 a.m.
Laker Buffet (COM)-- 7 a.m.7 p.m.
Food Court (COM)-- 8 a.m.11 p.m.
Meadows Restaurant- 11 a.m.8 p.m.
Laker Pro and Gift Shop-11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Computer Labs (EC)-- 8 a.m.11 p.m.
Computer Labs (MAN and
HRY)-- 7 a.m.-1 a.m.

Notes:
1. Clerical, Office and Technical staff members should record the following on their time cards for the

holiday and break schedule: Dec. 24, 25 , 26, 29, 30, 31 and Jan. 1- H (Holidays) . There will be no
forced vacation day(s) during the holiday season.
2. No mail deliveries to offices will be made. If you are expecting irnpo1tant mail to be delivered to
you before Jan. 2, contact Steve Leeser at x3000.
3. To maximize energy savings, the heat in buildings will be lowered to 50-55 degrees.
4. Campus driving and parking lots will be adequately plowed to petmit access to campus for staff
and visitors. For special events, notify x3000 before Dec. 23rd . The Eberhard Center rese1ved lot
and no1thwest entrance will be adequately plowed to pe1mit access to the Center for staff and
visitors.
5. The Information Technology Offices and Manitou Lab will be closed during the break; cc:Mail, the
computer network, and the IBM mainframe computer will remain on-line but unattended.
6. Contact the Customer Service Office, x3000 before 5 p.m. o n Dec. 23rd to schedule a building
(heating, lights) opening during the holiday break.
7. Twenty-four-hour security will be provided. EMERGENCY calls through Central Dispatch 9-911 and
NON-EMERGENCY calls through Central Dispatch in Grand Haven 842-1059. If access to a
building is required, prior ammgements must be made with the Depa1trnent of Public Safety Office
(Al Wygant, x3255).
8. Maintenance emergency response will be handled through CUB at phone #895-7686. Staff will be
dispatched as necessa1y .

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Xiaojuan Xu, assistant professor of Psycho logy, is the a uthor of the article, "NMDA
Receptor Antagonist MK-801 Selectively
Impairs Learning of the Contigu ity of the
Conditioned Stimulus and Uncondition ed
Stimulus in Goldfish. " The article appeared in
the journal Pharmacology Biochemistry and
Behavior.
Elisabeth Sommer, assistant professor of
Histoty, is the autho r of an article, titled
"Gambling with God : The Use of the Lo t by
the Moravian Brethren in the Eighteenth
Centuty," w hich will appear in The j ournal of
the History of Ideas next spring. Sommer is
also the author of a book titled Serving Two

Masters: Faith, Authority, and Community
among the Moravian Brethren in Germany
and North Carolina 1727-1801, forthcoming
in 1998 from the University Press of Kentucky.
Michael Webster, associate professor of
English, has published an article , titled "E. E.
Cummings and the Reader: Technique as
Critique," in the collectio n , Interart
Poetics:Essays on the Interrelations of the Arts
and Media.
Mark P Staves, assistant professor of
Biology, is the author of a pape r, titled

"Cytoplasmic Streaming and Gravity Sensing
in Chara Inte rnodal Cells," w h ich appeared
in the latest issu e of Planta. The paper was
writte n at the request of NASA and a conso rtium o f internatio nal space agencies to help
define research goals in space biology for
the next centmy .
During he r recent sabbatical, Rosa
Fernandez-Levin, associate professor of
Spanish, conducted an inte rview with
Mexican author Guadalupe Loaeza , w hose
essays a nd short stories deal with the roles
afflu e nt woman play in economic, politica l,
e thical, and m oral issues.
James David Ballard, assistant professor of
Criminal Justice, published an age ncy report,
titled "A Preliminary Study of Sabotage and
Te rrorism as Transportation Risk Factors
Associated w ith the Proposed Yucca Mountain High-Level Nuclear Waste Facility. "
Ballard also had a review of Mark Sirkin's
Statistics for the Social Sciences p ublished in
the Journal of Official Statistics.
Le Anne Silvey, assistant professor of
Social Work, gave a poster session presentation, titled "Ordinal Positio n a nd Role
Development of the Firstborn American
continued on page 6
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Across Campus
continued ji'om page 2

Lebbin Honored
As Toastmaster of the Year
For his leadership and dedicatio n to
Toastmasters Internatio nal, Library
Director
Lee
Lebbin
received
the
Toastmaster of the
Year
Award for
District
#62
during the
district
conference in
Midland. During the last year, Lebbin
completed his able toastmaster level,
served as GVSU's chapter leader, gave
presentations at seminars and acted as a
sponsor for a new group .

School of Education Holds
First Mentoring Conference
Grand Valley's School of Education
sponsored a mento ring conference for
former education graduates in October.

Topics included: the mentoring process
and collaboration ; special education
issues and laws; classroom management
and instructional techniques; and
graduate educational opportunities.
Facilitators were School of Educatio n
faculty members Joe Fisher, Patsy Fox,
Loretta Konecki, Linda McCrea, Sandra
Miller, Barbara Reinken , Liz Storey,
Connie Widdis and, fro m Grand Haven
Public Schools, Barb Sepura.

reimbursement from 27¢ to 31¢ per
mile . Meal per diems increase to $5 for
breakfas t, $8 for lunch and $17 for
dinner, or a total of $30 per fu ll day.
Travel from now through December 31
will be reimbursed at the existing rates
regardless of when the travel and
expense vouchers are submitted fo r
payment. The new travel and expense
voucher fo rms can be ordered, afte r
December 3, directly fro m the Print
Shop , x3196

Coming Events
Artist-Faculty Concert
Series Continues

Recent graduates of the School of Education
attended the mentoring conference. Left to
right, are Nicole Phillips, Jennifer Jenkins, Carole Mc Vey and Joanne Majerle.

Inspired by the current Grand Rapids
Art Museum exhibition of Perugino's art,
the GVSU Faculty String Qua1tet is
taking a new name - Perugino String
Quartet, Quartet-in-Residence at GVSU.
The group will perform at 8 p. m. o n
Monday, November 24, in the Recital

Increase in Travel
Reimbursement Approved
Effective January 1, 1998, Grand
Valley's Board of Control has approved
an increase in personal vehicle mileage

GVSU Community Tops Last Year's United Way Giving
Grand Valley faculty and staff members topped last year's United Way giving by
21 percent, for a total of $88, 272.23. These contributions will fund United Way agencies in the community.
"This significant increase over last year's giving just proves that this university
community is w illing to
assist people that need
help ," President Lubbers
said. "The 645 fac ulty and
staff
membe rs
w ho
donated this year, along
with the retirees and the
students, are all sending
a message that Grand
Valley cares."
Student giving was six
times greater this year
than in 1996. Students
gave to the campaign by
Bonnie Dawdy, right, was among the guests at the Thank You direct contributions and
Brea!efast on November 13 when President Lubbers offered his by skipping a meal.
appreciation to the GVSU offices with 100 percent participation
in the 1997 United Way Campaign .

Hall at the Calder Fine Arts Center, as
part of the season 's Artist-Faculty Series.
Quartet members include violinists
Diane McElfis h and Eric Tanner, violist
Robe rt Byrens, and cellist Stacey
Bosman. They will be performing works
by Wolf, Barber, and Beethoven .
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p .m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs. All activities on the Allendale Campus unless
othe1wise noted.
*Indicates fee; all other cultural and general events located
on campus are free of charge.
Thurs. , Nov. 6-Fri., Nov. 28
Gallery Hours: The Art of Everyday Living: Posters from the
Permanent Collection of the Muskegon Museum of Art.
Calder Gallery, CFAC.

Mon. , Nov. 24
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. GVSU Faculty String Quartet.
Recital Hall, CFAC.

Sports
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Fri., Nov. 28-Sat., Nov. 29
TBA: Women's Basketball at University of Regis Tournament.
Denver, CO.
11 a.m.: Men's Basketball at the Old Kent Classic. Van Andel
Arena. Grand Rapids.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 4

Indian Daughter within Her Family of Origin," for the
College of Human Ecology at Michigan State University.
John Weber, assistant professor of Geology, Chuck
Bunker, Kris Nolan, Christine Griffin and Robert Graves,
GVSU Geology majors, and Keith Wellington, a visiting
Geology major from Kingston University, participated as
surveyors in a NASA-funded global positioning system field
experiment of motions and deformation in the New Madrid
seismic zone.
" Don Pottorff, associate professor of Education, wrote an
article, titled "Gender and Literacy: A Subtle Message to
Boys," which was published in the fall edition of the journal
Talking Points: Conversations in the Whole Language
Community.
Several members of the School of Education faculty
made presentations at the Inter-Institutional Conference

held at Aquinas College, including David Bair, Howard
Jansen, Linda McCrea, Liz Storey, Connie Widdis, and Don
Pottorff. Other GVSU faculty and staff members presenting
were: Sean O'Neill, assistant professor of History, Wendy
Wenner, associate professor of English , Curt Jones , professor of Sociology, Pat Sandro, Public School Academy
Program director, and David Annis, visiting professor of
Education.
Bob Shechtman, associate professor of Music, has
accepted an invitation to serve o n the Grand Rapids
Symphony Education Adviso1y Council.
Sandra Miller, assistant professor of Education, recently
presented a paper, titled "Preparing Educators to Work in
Rural Areas With Persons Who Have Low Incidence
Disabilities: A Nontraditional Approach, " at the Human
Rights for Persons with Mental Handicaps International
Conference in Prague, Czech Republic.

GVSU Celebrates
the Renaissance
More than 600 guests of Grand Valley, including
GVSU faculty and staff' members, art educators Ji·om
West Michigan, and local artists, attended a reception
and a private showing of the Perugino collection at
the Grand Rapids Art Museum on November 19.
7be GVSU Madrigal Singers entertained the group by
performing songs from Renaissance Italian
Madrigals.

